into battle
Sckarnborst.    The two ships of this class, the Sckarnborst and
Gneisenau, are of 25,000 tons and most formidable vessels.   The
Hipper threw a smoke-screen across her to cover her retreat    The
Renown opened fire on the Hipper, which turned away.    Both
ships now retired at high speed, the Hipper swinging to fire a
broadside from  time  to  time,  and also  dodging.    Firing was
intermittent, as all the time snowstorms were sweeping across
and closing the view, and the sea was running very high, but in
the end we much regret to say that they succeeded in leaving us.
Firing finally ceased at 29,000 yards, when they became quite
invisible.    Someone will say, " If you had all this news on Tuesday
morning, why have you been saving it up for the House of
Commons ? '*   All I can say is that I have been most anxious to
obtain this information, because the Renown signals broke off
when they became interesting, and we never heard another word
from her until a few hours ago upon that subject.    Although she
made various signals, she did not think it necessary to tell us
what had happened.    I must emphasise this, that when sailors
are fighting they busy themselves so much upon that, and take
so much interest in that, that they quite forget for a long time
to tell us what they are doing, which sometimes causes, some
embarrassment to the Admiralty and even more to the Minister
of Information.
I am still on Tuesday.    On Tuesday night we gave orders to
our destroyers to blockade the West Fjord, that great stretch of
water fifty or sixty miles long leading up to Narvik.    Our orders
to those destroyers were to attack the enemy who had got in
there and especially to destroy the store ships in which they had
smuggled their soldiers up the Norwegian corridor, and on which
,they must depend for working up the efficiency of their defences.
There were six destroyers and a U-boat reported, and, moreover,
it was to be expected that they had landed a certain number of
guns in the twenty-four hours they had been there.    The Germans
are very quick in landing and making themselves fortified ;  they
are very nimble about these things.    From what we heard at the
Admiralty late on Tuesday night, we thought the operation so
hazardous that at I o'clock in the morning we told the captain of
the destroyer flotilla that he must be the sole judge of whether
to attack or not, and we would support him, whatever he did and
whatever happened.   In these circumstances, Captain Warburton-
Lee entered with five destroyers and attacked the enemy destroyers,
and such guns as they could have landed in the interval.    In the
beginning all that they reported to us was what they had lost—
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